
Welcome to the SAAF survey 
 
The Scottish Government has decided to retain Adventure Activity Licensing in Scotland. In 
order to develop the best scheme for users and providers, The Scottish Adventure Activities 
Forum (SAAF), has been tasked by the Scottish Government to consult with all stakeholders 
and other interested parties to help establish the scope of the scheme, and the operational 
and administrative principles required to make it work effectively and efficiently. 
The survey should take approximately 20 minutes to complete. 
The survey requires you to enter your contact details so that, if necessary, further clarification 
of your answers can be obtained. 
If you have any enquiries about the survey please contact SAAF on 0131 625 4410 
General enquiries about SAAF should be addressed to saaf@glenmorelodge.org.uk 
A small number of questions require an answer to enable us to look for differences and 
commonalities across different groups of respondents. These questions are marked *. 
All responses should be submitted no later than Friday 9 January 2015. 
Thank you for participating in our survey. Your feedback and views are important. 
 

Section A - About you 
Welcome to our survey 
1. Your name* 
 
2. Your email address* 
 
3. The organisation, if any, you represent 
 
4. Is your organisation based in Scotland? Yes/No 
 
5. If no, where is it based? 
 
6. Where do you operate in Scotland? Tick all relevant options* 

 Southern Scotland 

 Highlands 

 Central Belt 

 North East Scotland 

 Western Isles 

 Northern Isles 

 Argyll and Arran 
 
7. Do you operate exclusively in Scotland?* 
 

  



Section B - About your interest in Licensing 
 
A 'provider' is an individual or organisation that offers adventurous activities to clients or 
client's groups. Those who use these services are referred to as 'users'. Some respondents may 
be both providers and users. 
1. Are you? (Tick all relevant answers)* 

 A provider of adventurous activities 

 Represent a user group for under 18s 

 Represent a user group for over 18s 

 Part of the uniformed youth organisations 

 An interested parent 

 Represent a sports club 

 From the education sector 

 Represent a local authority 

 Represent a local authority leisure trust 

 An NGB or national representative organisation 

 A UK-wide body 

 Other (please specify) 
 
2. If you are an adventure activity provider, are you? (Tick all relevant answers) 

 A sole trader 

 A small enterprise (2 to 5 activity leaders) 

 A medium-sized business (6 to 10 activity leaders) 

 A large-sized business (11 to 20 activity leaders) 

 A very large-sized business (more than 20 activity leaders) 

 From a local authority 

 Other (please specify) 
 
3. If you are a provider, do you operate from Scotland? 
 
4. If no, do you operate? Licensing? 

 From England 

 From NI 

 From Wales 

 From outside UK 
 
5. If you are a provider, do you currently hold an AALA licence? 

 Yes/No/ I am a provider but not currently in-scope 
 
6. If you are a user, are you? (Tick all relevant answers) 

 A parent 

 A volunteer leader 

 A leader of a formal group 

 A voluntary group manager 

 A local authority school Head Teacher (or senior manager) 

 An Independent school Head Teacher (or senior manager) 

 A local authority service manager 

 Other (please specify) 



 
7. If you are a user, do you come to Scotland from elsewhere? Tick all relevant options. 

 From England 

 From NI 

 From Wales 

 From outside the UK 
 
8. If you are a Scottish user, do you use providers from other parts of the UK? Tick all 
relevant options 

 England 

 NI 

 Wales 
 

Section C – Definition of in-scope Adventure Activities 
 
Licensing currently describes in-scope Adventure Activities to mean: 

 Caving (underground exploration in natural caves and mines including potholing, cave 
diving and mine exploration, but not in those principally used as showplaces open to the 
public); 

 Climbing (climbing, traversing, abseiling or scrambling activities except on purpose-
designed climbing walls or abseiling towers); 

 Trekking (walking, running, pony trekking, mountain biking, off-piste skiing and related 
activities when done in moor or mountain country above 600 metres and which is 
remote, i.e. over 30 minutes travelling time from the nearest road or refuge); 

 Watersports (canoeing, rafting, sailing and related activities when done on the sea, tidal 
waters or larger non-placid inland waters). 

 
1. Is the description given above fit-for-purpose to cover all activities that should be in-scope, 
now and in the future? 

 Yes/No 
 
2. If no, in what way could additional and/or new activities be included? C Definition 

 Adding activities to the existing four categories 

 Adding new categories e.g. wheel-based activities 

 Having a new generic definition for Adventure Activities 

 Other (please specify) 
 
3. A previous working group produced the following generic definition for in-scope 
activities. 
Adventurous Activity - For the purposes of Licensing, this is an activity done for non-competitive 
sport, recreation, learning or development, and not for necessity, with 
participants who are not otherwise able to undertake the activity safely without support or 
supervision. An adventurous activity may be carried out indoors or outdoors, and may use 
natural features or man-made structures. It will generally have one or both of the following 
attributes: 
a) It is assessed to have a risk of death or disabling injury to the individuals involved 
from uneven or difficult terrain; immersion in water; falling; contact with falling or fast-moving 
rock, debris, or snow; exposure to extreme environmental conditions; or as a consequence of 



injury sustained during the activity which is exacerbated by 
remoteness. 
b) It involves the use of specialist equipment or requires specialist knowledge or skills to be 
done safely. 
 
In your opinion would this definition be fit-for-purpose? 

 Strongly agree/Agree/Neither agree or disagree/Disagree/Strongly disagree 
 
4. What aspects, if any, would need to be amended? 
 

Section D – Revision of in-scope activities 
 
1. Are there any adventure activities which ".... could result in death or disabling injury" that 
should be included in a revised scheme? 

 Yes/No 
 
2. If yes, which activities should be considered for inclusion? 
 
3. Could these be incorporated within the four categories already listed in Licensing? 

 Yes/No 
 
4. If no, can you suggest a new category or new categories? 
 

Section E – Frequency, duration, and cost of Licensing 
 
1. In the current Licensing regime, an inspection occurs before each renewal. Should 
this: 

 Remain the same 

 Allow the Licensing Service to prioritise inspections based on their assessment of 
significant risk 

 Use a comprehensive self-evaluation tool, with which providers return to the Licensing 
Service. This would then influence the frequency and need for inspections. 

 Other (please specify) 
 
2. At present the duration of the license is one, two, or three years, depending upon 
criteria such as size of operation, number of permanent/temporary leaders, etc. Should the 
duration: 

 Remain the same as present 

 Use the same criteria but increase the duration 

 Increase the duration but make it equal for all providers 

 Decrease the duration but make it equal for all providers 

 Other (please specify) 
 
3. At present the cost of the licence is set by Ministers, is charged at each renewal, and is the 
same for all providers. The Scottish Government has stated that there will still be a fee set by 
them. If the duration is changed should: 

 There be an annual flat fee 

 The fee should be relevant to the size of the operation 



 Other (please specify) 
 

Section F – Inspections and best practice 
 
1. What aspects of the current inspection process work well? 
 
2. What aspects of the current inspection process do not work well? 
 
3. What changes would you suggest to improve the current inspection regime? 
 
4. At present the dissemination of best practice from the Licensing Service takes place during 
inspections, through postings on their own website, through media reports, and through the 
AALS Info Log hosted on the Institute of Outdoor Learning (IOL) website. 
Evaluate the following statements: 

 These standards are already adequate 

 These information channels are sufficient to raise standards further 

 Enough feedback is already available through a range of sources 

 The industry could do more to raise standards itself 

 The Licensing Service should be required to contribute more to this aspect 
 
5. What other ways do you think best practice can be disseminated more effectively? 
 

Section G – Other matters 
 
This page allows you to comment about any issues which have not been raised elsewhere. 
1. At a previous consultation on Licensing a number of organisations, 'out of scope', expressed 
a wish to opt-in to a reviewed statutory Scottish Licensing scheme. Are you one of these 
organisations? 

 Yes/No 
 
2. If yes, are you still interested in this option? 
 
3. Are there any other parts of the 2004 Regulations that require simplification, 
clarification, or amendment? 
 
4. How important is it for you, that there are cross-border arrangements in place? 

 Very unimportant/Unimportant/No opinion/Important/Very important 
 
5. Should there be a review of the Regulations? 

 On an Ad hoc basis 

 Every five years 

 Every ten years 

 Other (please specify) 
 
6. Do you have any other comments about the review of Licensing in Scotland? 
 


