
Follow Up from SAAF Open Meeting 30th June 2017 
 
The meeting was attended by twelve people who are all involved in the Scottish adventure activity 
sector in a range of ways including: private providers, local authorities, voluntary organisations, 
NGB and AALS. 
 
A presentation was delivered which set out the timeline of the ongoing HSE Review of AALA, it 
can be viewed here 
 
Open discussion took place around a range of matters including the three options which HSE plan 
to consider (see presentation). 
 
It was apparent that there was a spectrum of views across the audience ranging from those who 
wished to retain statutory licensing to those who would be supportive of an industry led non-
statutory scheme. 
 
However, there was broad agreement that there was insufficient detail for those holding either 
opinion to form a definitive view.  
 
In particular there needs to be greater clarity as to: 
 

 Can a non statutory scheme be made compulsory e.g. through support from HSE and 
Government 

 With regard to AALA Plus, what is the opportunity for the sector to contribute to the 
proposal and what are the cost and impact implications of any changes. 

 If the scope of AALA was to be widened what are the implications for voluntary 
organisations and clubs and for providers who are currently “out of scope” 

 How can greater engagement with parents and users be achieved. 
 
Whilst a UK wide arrangement is preferred, it was noted that should the ultimate outcome not be in 
the best interests of the industry and end users in Scotland, it is understood that the Scottish 
Government would consider a Scottish arrangement. 
 
There was unanimous agreement that it was essential to keep the entire sector informed of the on 
going review and to seek their views as developments take place. To this end SAAF will endeavor 
to create an email list of adventure activity sector contacts including providers, users and other 
interested parties, with the intention of sharing information and seeking views. 
If you would like to be included please email info@thesaaf.org.uk 
 
Further details of recent meeting and developments can be viewed at 
 
 SAAF News and  AALA News 
 
In order to maintain close contact with developments and best inform the sector in Scotland and 
the Scottish Government,SAAF will continue representationon the UKAIG who are working with 
HSE and developing an industry led non statutory accreditation scheme.  
In relation to this particular matter SAAF would welcome views from the sector on what an industry 
led scheme might look like. 
 
Please forward you comments to info@thesaaf.org.uk 
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